
From his teens in the late 1960s, Peter 
Tatchell has been an activist. 

Now 56, he is an Australian-born British 
human rights activist, who gained 
international celebrity for his attempted 
citizen's arrest of Zimbabwean 
President Robert Mugabe in 1999 and 
2001, on charges of torture and other 
human rights abuses. 

Peter Tatchell was selected as Labour 
Party parliamentary candidate for 
Bermondsey in 1981, and was 
denounced by party leader Michael Foot 
for supporting extra-parliamentary 
action against the Thatcher govern-
ment. However he contested the 
Bermondsey by-election in February 
1983, suffering homophobic abuse. 

In the 1990s he became a prominent 
gay equality and LGBT campaigner 
through the direct action group 
OutRage!, which he co-founded. 

He has tackled political, ecological and 
human rights issues, and is a frequent 
contributor in print and through 
broadcast media, authoring thousands 
of articles and six books. In 2006, New 
Statesman readers voted him sixth on 
their list of ñHeroes of our timeò. 

In April 2007 Peter Tatchell became the 
Green Party prospective parliamentary 
candidate for Oxford East. 

THE BRIEF ENCOUNTER 

Peter Tatchell  
speaks at The Brief, 48 George Street 

Croydon CR0 1PD 
8 pm on Tuesday 2

nd
 June 

Admission free 

www.cags.org.uk/brief.htm  

One of Peterôs 
books 

Peterôs website www.petertatchell.net 
lists many hundreds of campaigns. 
Several years ago, other activists 
founded the Peter Tatchell Human 
Rights Fund, to help fund and support 
his activities. 

Moscow Pride  

At Moscow Pride in 2007 I was 
beaten almost unconscious by 
right-wing extremists, while the 
police stood by and watched. 

They then arrested me. I spent 
several hours in police detention 
before being released without 
charge. 

My attackers have never been 
arrested, even though they were 
clearly identified in photos and 
film footage. 

This year Peter was back in Moscow on 
the 16th of May. To prevent a pre-
emptive arrest of the pride leaders, all 
the activists were driven to a remote 
location many days before the parade, 
where they finalised their plans and 
entered Moscow surreptitiously. 
However the authorities were deter-
mined to prevent Moscow Pride going 
ahead, and Peter and dozens of others 
were arrested, just hours before 
Moscow was to host the Eurovision 
Song Contest. 

THE BRIEF ENCOUNTER is a series of bi-monthly talks promoted by Croydon Area 
Gay Society (CAGS) for the local LGBT Community. 

Previous speakers have included Brian Paddick, Allan Horsfall and Ray Gosling, and 
Denise Anderson (trans campaigner). 

Future speakers include Sharon Ferguson, head of the Lesbian and Gay Christian 
Movement (4th August) and Angela Mason, former head of Stonewall (6th October). 
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After the attack at 
Moscow Pride 2007 

Arrests at Moscow 
Pride 2009 

Early in the Moscow 
parade 2009 

Released after 
Moscow Pride 2009 


